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Introduction 
Dear Postgraduate Students, 

We greet you warmly as you venture into the world of academic writing. As you 

begin your scholarly journey, it's important to become familiar with the conventional 

ways of writing academic MA thesis. In this short guide, There are two crucial 

aspects: the Standard Thesis Format and the 7th Edition of the APA Style Guide. 

Sample of Thesis Format 
Proposed Chaptalization 

I. TABLE OF CONTENTS 
II. ABSTRACT 

III. ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
IV. LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS  
V. LIST OF TABLES  

VI. LIST OF FIGURES  

Chapter One: Introduction 

1.1 Background of the study  
1.2 Problem of the Study  
1.3 Aims of The Study  
1.4 Questions of the Study  
1.5 Significance of the Study  
1.6 Definition of the Terms  

Chapter Two: Theoretical Framework and Literature Review  

2.1 Introduction  
2.2 Theoretical Framework 
2.2.1 Key Concepts and Definitions (…..in your area…...)  
2.3 Literature Review of Previous Studies 
2.3.1 Previous Studies on (……your topic…..)  
2.3.2 Previous Studies on (……your topic….) in Saudi context. 
2.3.3 Previous Studies on (…Any other main theme…..)  
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Chapter Three Methodology 

3.1 Research Design (Methods) 
3.2 The Population of the Study  
3.3 Sample of the Study 
3.4 Procedures of the Study  
3.5 Ethical Consideration  
3.6 Data Collection 
3.6.1 Instrument of the Study 
3.6.2 Questionnaire 
3.6.3 Interview 
3.7 Data Analysis  

  

Chapter Four: Findings of the study 

4.1 Introduction 
4.2 Findings of the First Research Question 
4.3 Findings of the Second First Research Question 

Chapter Five: Discussion, Conclusion, Implications and Recommendations 

5.1 Introduction 
5.2 Discussion of the Findings  
5.3 Conclusion 
5.4 Implications 
5.5 Limitations of the Study and Recommendations 

REFERENCES  

APPENDIX 1: Instructors Questionnaire  

APPENDIX 2: Teachers or students Interview Questions 
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Type and Spacing 
 

1.  Font/Typeface The entire thesis must be of uniform font or typeface, exception 

possible for figures, tables and appendices. A standard “Times New 

Roman” or “Calibri” font type are recommended. 

2.  Spacing The thesis may be double-spaced or 1.5 spaced. Mixing of spacing in 

the text is not acceptable. Single spacing is used only for long, blocked 

and inset quotations, 

3.  Font Size The acceptable font size for the text is 12-point. boldface print (in the 

same font size as the text) may be used for major headings, 

subheadings. Major headings may be up to two point sizes larger than 

the text (maximum size is 14-point). If this option is chosen, it must be 

used for major headings throughout the entire thesis. 

4.  Reduced Font 

Size: 

Reduction may be made in tables and figures and appendix material 

only. 

5.  Margins Margins settings are 3 cm @ left, 2.5 cm @ right @ top and bottom. 

All typing must be within the appropriate margins, except for the page 

number. Excessive variable spacing is not acceptable because it 

reduces legibility. 

6.  Figures & 

Tables in Text 

Each table and figure must have a separate number and title. Figures 

and tables are numbered consecutively throughout the text, and each 

table or figure must be mentioned by number in the text according to 

APA style 7th edition. 

7.  Spacing Titles and subheadings more than one line in length are single line 

spaced. 

8.  References 

 

There are more than one styles for placing citations in the text and 

preparing a list of references. You are required to utilize the format 

APA style 7th edition. 
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Sample of the Guidelines for Writing Academic Thesis (APA style guide 7th edition) 

1. The students must adhere to the 7th edition of the American Psychological Association 

(APA) style guide for referencing tables and figures within the thesis. Documentation 

examples are attached, and an electronic copy of the book is also provided. 
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